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Video Message for ICLE Race to Zero Webinar
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Greetings to city leaders and staff of ICLEI who are

striving to achieve sustainable development of cities in the

world. I am Yeom Tae—young, Mayor of Suwon, Korea.
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I'd like to express my respect to President
Ashok—Alexander Sridharan for proposing and promoting
this ‘webinar’ to continue the momentum of ‘Race—to—Zero’
campaign, despite the pandemic.
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As a member of ICLEI Executive Committee and president
of Korea's National Association of Mayors, I am making
every endeavor to propose the direction towards sustainable
development of Korean local governments and strengthen
the capability to achieve ‘carbon—neutrality.’
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On June 5, ‘World Environment Day designated by UNCHE,
all local governments of Korea gathered to announce
‘Climate Emergency Declaration.’

The declaration presented the commitments of local
government leaders to set reduction targets, implement
actions, and achieve ‘net—zero, or carbon neutrality, by 2050.
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Our ‘Climate Emergency Declaration’ on that day was a
‘Declaration of Conscience’ for our future generations.
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Local governments and the central government agreed to
join  hands and take substantial actions towards a
carbon—neutral society a month later.
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The ‘Association of Local Governments for Carbon—Neutral
Actions’ launched on that day will lay the foundation for
realizing carbon—neutral society, 1mplement core values
required by New Climate Regime, and invite citizens to
participate by taking carbon neutrality as a universal value
of humanity.

We are facing grave challenges, such as repeated outbreaks
of natural disasters and infectious diseases, brought about



by tremendous changes i1n the environment caused by
climate change.

AFe) ZRU9 W7 o4 4] o] e} Fakabx| s
The COVID—19 pandemic is one of them.
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We all understand that the only way for humanity to
survive is to realize ‘carbon—neutral society before it is
too late.
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Climate «crisis 1s a global challenge that cannot be
addressed by a single region or nation.
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Local governments of the world, who are responsible for
managing each region, must collaborate.
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Our solidarity and participation 1s the driving force to
overcome the climate crisis.
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Let us overcome the crisis together! we can do it!
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Thank you



