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Implementing
circular economy measures
implies linking sectors that are
usually siloed. These areas may
be under the jurisdiction of differ-
ent departments, municipalities or
levels of governments. Regional
collaboration increases the ability
of individual municipalities to bring
sectors together on circular econ-
omy initiatives.

Regions
offer an appropriate scale to
effectively manage material use
in carbon intensive categories
(construction materials, chem-
icals, textiles, etc...). Taking a
circular regional approach can
minimize material use in a cost-ef-
fective manner.

Circular
infrastructures such as the
Kakolanméaki Waste Water
Treatment Plant lead to long-term
costs savings but are often linked
to a higher upfront investment than
traditional projects. Collaboration
among different municipalities
allows cities and districts to pool
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Circular
projects often need to think outside
the boundaries of linear systems
and innovate. The convergence of a
diverse set of actors, such as univer-
sities, businesses and commu-
nity initiatives, within regions offer
opportunities for circular innova -
tion and synergy between differ-
ent actors (e.g. for the purpose of
industrial symbiosis).

luovvJdlt||bm]
;m-0t

Orfj)ortunities for more circular use
4f materials deserve a central place
in climate policy at the local level.
Circular economy opportunities should
be incorporated alongside renewable
energy supply, emission reduction in
transport and heat, and energy effi-
ciency. The circular economy is one
of the main priorities of Turku and
Southwest Finland, with initiatives
already implemented that success-
fully cut carbon emissions. These
initiatives demonstrate the pivotal role
regional collaboration plays in design-
ing carbon-neutral circular economies.
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Located in Southwest Finland, Turku is
Finland’s oldest city and a global front-
runner for climate action.

ICLEI

Local
Governments
for Sustainability

is a global network of more than
1,750 local and regional governments
committed to sustainable urban
development.

SITRA3

is the Finnish innovation Fund focused

x QN ingpypying the well-being of Finnish
residents towards a fair and sustain -
able future.
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